Minutes of the National Clinical Biochemistry Audit Group 26th September, Tooley St, London

Present

	Annette Thomas
(Chair, Wales, WEQAS) 


	Liz McClean

(Northern Ireland)
	W S Wassif (East Anglia)
	Peter West

(Thames)

	Helen Verrill
(Northern & Yorkshire)

	Michelle Bignell

(West Midlands)


	Theresa Teal (Wessex)

	
	
	


1 Apologies
	Ian Lang (North West).
	John Monaghan

(Trent)
	Anne Shedrick. (IBMS)
	Dave Bullock
(UK NEQAS)
	Roberta Goodall (South West)

	Pat Twomey

(ACP)
	Kearen Smith (Scotland)
	
	
	


	Minutes
	
	Action

	2
	The Minutes from the  31st March were accepted after the following amendments:

Page 2– Should read Vitamin D and not Vitamin V.
 
	MAT

	3
	National Audit Meeting – Focus 2011
It was discussed that the room allocated at the Harrogate Meeting was in a very poor location and some delegates had found it difficult to find the venue.

It was decided to maintain the same format for future meetings.

Dissemination of information from the Audit Meeting was still a problem as the website was still not functional. This needs to be addressed
The IQC audit was now available on Westgard.com.   It was agreed that David Horesam should be asked to write an article for the Annals. 86 responses had been received in total for the National IQC Audit.  
The dissemination of audit questionnaires were discussed.  Previously, the selective list of Head of Department names from the ACB list of members had proved very effective.  It was decided to seek a nominated name from each Head of Department.  Regional leads to provide nominated name and list to MAT.  

WW stated that the RCPath also had an up to date list of Head of Depts.  WW to look at sourcing this list. 

HV felt that she was not in a position to represent the whole of Northern and Yorkshire Region and requested that we ask for a representative for Yorkshire.  It was agreed that Eric Kilparick would be asked if he was prepared to represent Yorkshire.


	WW

MAT


	4
	Future National Audits

MAT  reported that there was no facility to include an Audit Session in Focus 2012 in Liverpool  (correspondence from Ian Watson).

It was decided to hold a one day meeting in Birmingham in June. MAT to look for venues and to seek indicative costs for 60 to 80 delegates.  MAT to ask ACB to underwrite the meeting.

The meeting would follow the same format as in 2010.  This would include any National audits, Regional Audits and local audits from abstracts from Focus.

It was agreed that the Thames Audit of Tumour Markers  would be a good topic for a National Audit.  The national audit would be supported by a acientific and clinical presentations.  MAT to contact Cathy Sturgeon .  All to look for a Oncologist as a clinical speaker, possibly  someone who was involved with drawing up the NICE guidelines. 

It was also agreed that the Audit from the Midland region on the Audit of Myeloma investigation would also be presented.

Other topics:

Update on Pathology harmony.  MB to check progress. 

POCT of Drugs of abuse – A recent audit had been undertaken in Bedford. WW to forward the paper to MAT.

Wales was also due to undertake an audit of POCT Drugs of Abuse.

HV said that she was involved in one of the Action Learning sets for POCT workshop. It was suggested that  a simple audit of what is out there and who uses them, what grades of staff, do they have a Standard operating Procedures undertaken locally may be a useful.  This could be linked with the Clinical user interpretation from WW. 

Correspondence from Avril Waite was discussed, however, it was felt that an Audit on Short Synacthen test for paediatrics was too specific as a national audit.
	MAT

MAT

All

MB

MB

WW



	5
	ACB Audit Website

It was suggested that NACBAG  be given execute power to recommend guidelines.   MAT to speak to Robert Hill. 
It was decided that the provenance of the Guidelines should be clear – i.e.  local/regional/NICE etc

MAT briefed the group on her meeting with Nic as to what could and couldn’t be added to the website.

The website content was discussed.
Actions by the group to complete by the next meeting:

Introduction page on Audit – PW

Template for audit – MB

Page design - MAT

The Questionnaires would include a contact name on the template and a code number.
It was felt that including the audits in the members’ area was no longer necessary.
It was agreed to check that all authors were happy to provide consent to publish and disseminate the audit findings.  All documents would be anonymised, and any sensitive information would be removed.


	MAT
PW
MB

PW
MB
MAT



	6
	Reports from Region

N Ireland

Recent audits included : CSF and Xanthochromia, and a Porphyrin audit.
MAT to send updated Porphyrin guidelines to all committee members.

Thames

Recent audits included : Add all tests, Tumour markers audit – practice based standards, Vit D audit – lab based standards.
Future audits : Porphyrin audit proposed for January

Ammonia and Lactate would be undertaken later on in the year. As would an audit of Hyponatraemia.  There were now 10 people on the Thames audit committee.

Wessex

Not much activity to report.
Wales/ WEQAS

A Vitamin D audit was conducted recently with the production of guidelines – circulate to all – MAT.  A review of macroprolactin guidelines was also presented at theJune meeting.. 
There was a planned audit of POCT of drugs of abuse in November.
West Midlands

The outcome of the PSA report was still awaiting.  A template on follow up action from audits was requested by all – MB  to send to all.
An audit of  Myeloma  and plasma cell disorders had been conducted in N Staffs.
Eastern 
One audit was conducted per year.  However, they also contribute to the Thames Region.. An LFT audit had been undertaken recently.
Northern

The next meeting was due to be held in November. Faecal testing  and a re audit of lipids was planned.  The National CKD audit had been accepted for publication in the Annals.
	MAT
MAT
MB


	7
	Guideline development 

Already discussed.

	

	8
	Correspondence

Correspondence had been received from Avril Waite, Ian Watson, and Anne Shedrick the new IBMS representative.  These items had been discussed under previous headings.
	

	9
	AOB

It was discussed as to whether it would be appropriate to seek commercial sponsorship for the next Audit meeting.
	

	10
	Date of Next meeting:  - March 2012 – to check availability with ACB office.

	


